4 \What next, what first
and for what cost?

Much remuins to be done in tobucco control
in Australia, If we ure to meet the target of one
million fewer Australiuns smoking or 9% smokiny
prevalence by 2020, we will heed to implement
dll the major recommendutions, and do so us
soon us possible.

A piecemeul approuch will be drumaticdally less
effective, will result in more unnecessury deuths,
und muy perpetuute socidl ineyudlities.

Muny of the meusures reyuired over the
next decude would be ulmost cost-free
to government,

Restrictions oh udvertising und smoking in public
places ure largely self-enforcing. Any costs
ussociuted with regyulating tobucco products
and munufacturers can be covered through
licence fees. Likewise, the cost of regulating
retdilers should be covered by matching annudl
fees to the budyet reyuired for enforcement.

Mediu cumpuighs of uround 700 TARPs per
month on uveruye, toyether with programs to
support smokers to quit, would reyuire u totul
investment of over $40 million per annum over
the next decude. An economic unulysis of the
impuct of the Nutionul Tobucco Cumpuign
finds, however, thut media campuigns
discouruying smoking ure highly cost-effective.
The sustuined 1.4% drop in prevulence observed
following the first phase of the campuign

will prevent un estimated 55,000 premauture
deuths, und (in this cuse for un investment of
$9 million over only seven months) will lower
hedlthcare spending by atf least $740 million*4
oh the four mujor diseuses cauused by smoking.
(462) Culliforniu’s USS$1.8 billion investment in
anti-smoking cumpdigns has saved heulthcare
costs totalling uround US$86 billion to 2004.(463)

44 In current dollurs, using u discount rute of 3%.

Treutments for smoking cessution would be the
most costly component of u comprehensive
tobucco control program. Bused on the
puttern observed with Zybun (bupropion)
(which cost the PBS $30 million in 2001-2002 but
now requires only $2.5 million per unnum), we
could expect that demund for subsidised NRT
would be high for the first yeur or two but would
quickly diminish to u level no higher than most
druys currently on the PBS. A drop of just 5% in
prevulence could reduce PBS spending by $4.5
billion on cardiovuscular drugs ulone over the
next 40 yeurs.*(464)

Most of the benefits from reducing smokinyg
over the coming decude will be redlised in
the 2030s und 2040s. However, even by 2020
we could expect suvings well in excess of our
investment, (467-467)

A report to the Australian Depurtment of Heualth
und Ayeing ussessing the returns on investment
in public hedlth to dute estimated that the 30%
decline of smoking between 1975 and 1995 had
prevented over 400,000 premuture deuths(468)
and saved costs of over $8.4 billion, more than
50 fimes greuter than the amount spent on
anti-smoking campuigns over thut period.(469)
The huyge body of reseurch demonstrating the
effectiveness of tobucco control interventions
suygyests thut it would be feusible to pick up the
puce and slash smoking rates by another 50%
over u much shorter period.

A greut deul of misery could be uvoided und
our country would be much more productive
und inclusive if we could uchieve u taryet of
a million fewer Australians smoking by 2020, us
u cruciul hext step in making smoking history.

45 With u Net Present Vulue of $1.14 billion culculuted ut u discount rute of 5%.



